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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST

Dear friend, in this little booklet you are going to read about 
the greatest offer that has ever been made by the greatest 
Person who ever lived, the Lord Jesus Christ. I’m not sure 
how much you have thought about where you will spend 
eternity, where you will go when you die, but for some rea-
son you are here right now reading the opening paragraph in 
this booklet. If you choose to continue reading you will find 
an explanation of the gospel of Jesus Christ as clearly as I 
can give it. The true saving gospel message has been diluted, 
muddled, and confused by many in our day, and that is 
tragic because there is no other message as important as 
this one that you will ever have to consider. There are four 
main sections in this booklet that I believe will explain the 
gospel accurately and biblically, a message that the apostle 
Paul says has the power to change your life forever.

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek.

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT GOD

The gospel message begins with an understanding of what 
the Bible says about God. The Bible is the Word of God, a 
fact that can be proven in multiple ways that go beyond the 
scope of this booklet. 2 Timothy 3:16 says that, All Scripture 
is inspired by God. What that means is that the Bible contains 
words that were literally breathed out of God’s mouth for  
us through inspired human writers. The Bible is God’s 
self-revelation, if you will. God has revealed Himself to us 
through His written Word. 



God is holy...

One of the clearest attributes of God that has been revealed 
all through the Scriptures is the fact that He is holy, abso-
lutely and utterly holy. God is holy, holy, holy, the Bible says. 
It is, in fact, God’s utter holiness that separates us from Him. 
He is holy and we are not. All have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, the Bible says in Romans 3:23, and there are no 
exceptions to that. A few verses earlier in that same chapter 
it says in verse 10, that there is none righteous, not even one. 
God is holy and you are sinful. That is the very first truth 
you must grasp in order to understand the gospel message.

Because God is holy He must punish sin...

Another thing that is very clear in the Scriptures about God 
is this: because He is holy He must punish sin. Every sin, 
in fact, that has ever been committed by every person who 
has ever lived must ultimately come under the judgment of 
God, and once again there are no exceptions to that. All sin 
will come under God’s judgment, it has to because of who 
He is. The only possible holy reaction to sin is wrath and 
judgment. God’s eyes are too pure to approve evil, it says in the 
Old Testament book of Habakkuk. No unrighteous person 
can ever stand in the presence of a holy God. That’s a major 
problem for us because, as already mentioned, there is none 
righteous, not even one. 

What is God’s punishment for sin...?

And what is God’s punishment for sin? The wages (or the 
penalty) of sin is death, the Bible says in Romans 6:23, and 
that’s not talking about physical death, that’s talking about 
spiritual death, separation from God forever in a horrible 
place the Bible calls hell. That’s what all of us deserve from 
God as guilty, condemned sinners, hell forever, eternal sepa-



ration from Him. In the gospel accounts (Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John) Jesus talked more about hell, He spent more 
time warning people about the dangers of hell, than He did 
talking about heaven. Hell is a horrible horrible place that 
was created for the devil and his angels, and you do not 
want to go there! 

God is holy and therefore must punish all sin and the wages 
(or the penalty) for sin is death, spiritual separation from 
God forever in a very real place called hell. I’m sorry, but 
there is no nicer way to say that. An understanding of the 
gospel has to start here. God is holy and you are not and 
because you are not you cannot enter into His presence. 
You are a guilty, condemned sinner who has offended the 
holy God who created you and you are fully deserving of 
the wrath and eternal punishment that awaits you at death 
should you die apart from the marvelous provision that God 
has made for you that will be explained in the following 
paragraphs. 

I must say to you that the rest of this booklet will be unprof-
itable for you until you fully come to grips with the truth in 
this first section. Please think about what has been said very 
carefully, think about the utter holiness of God and then 
think about your life. And please don’t make the mistake of 
doing what so many people do. When confronted with the 
truth about their own sinfulness many people try to ratio-
nalize it away, they try to convince themselves that they’re 
really not that bad. People many times make the mistake of 
trying to measure their lives by their own standards, or by 
the lives of other people. None of that matters! You are still 
a guilty condemned sinner before a holy God even if your 
neighbor is a greater sinner than you are. You see, you are 
not the one who defines what is sinful and what is not, what 
is right and what is wrong, nor does the world do that or 



anyone else. God is the only One who defines those things, 
and He does that in His Word, and for the most part, they 
are very clear. God did not give His law in the Old Testa-
ment so that men could be saved by keeping it, He gave His 
law to show those men how utterly impossible it would be 
for them to keep it. When you look squarely and honestly 
at God’s holy law you will very quickly realize that you are 
already condemned by that law. God’s holy law will make 
you realize that if you are ever going to be good enough to be 
in His holy presence in heaven, you will need to obtain that 
righteousness by some other way than law keeping, by some 
other way than the merits of your own life. In so far as that 
avenue of approach is concerned, the holy law of God will 
make you realize very quickly that you have already flunked 
the entrance requirement for heaven. There is absolutely 
nothing you can do to save yourself. Your guilt and condem-
nation cannot be undone by you with any amount of effort 
on your part. That’s why the apostle Paul said what he said 
in Ephesians 2:8-9, For by grace you have been saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result 
of works, so that no one may boast. Salvation is a gift, the Bible 
says, that cannot be earned by any amount of good works. 

And so once again, in this first section understand that God 
is holy and you are not and because of that vast difference 
there is an eternal separation between you and Him that 
cannot be bridged by you in any possible way. That’s what 
the Bible says about God.

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT YOU

Now I want to tell you what the Bible says about you. You 
are not holy like God is holy and that has already been said 
in the previous section. Your sin separates you from a God 
who is holy. In this paragraph I want to expand on that 



thought and emphasize the scope and magnitude of your 
dilemma, according to the Scriptures. 

You are hopelessly and helplessly lost...

Sinful men and women are not just lost and separated from 
God, they are hopelessly and helplessly lost and separated 
from God. When Adam fell into sin way back in the garden 
of Eden, the Bible says that he then passed that sin nature 
on to the entire human race. Every man and woman who 
has ever been born in the line of Adam has inherited Adam’s 
sinful nature at birth, and you could read all about that in 
Romans chapter 5. You were born into sin, every person is 
born a sinner and proves that very early in life by violating 
God’s laws. A young child does not have to be taught how to 
sin, that comes very naturally. You are not a sinner because 
you sin, you sin because you are a sinner. Certainly, if there 
was a way for you to be perfectly righteous on your own, if 
there was a way for you to be without sin, then you could 
conceivably enter into God’s presence on the basis of your 
own righteousness, but the problem is that you are already 
condemned before you would even begin on that journey. 

You may or may not know that all of the world’s false reli-
gions, every single one of them, are built upon the false idea 
that man can be good enough for God, that man can some-
how attain his own righteousness that will be acceptable 
to a holy God, that man can be his own Savior. They go that 
route because they want to avoid the offense of the cross. 
They do not want to admit their own sinfulness or their own 
helplessness and so they try to bypass the cross and come 
to God their own way, but all of those self-invented ways to 
God are false roads that lead to hell. Man cannot attain his 
own righteousness that will be acceptable to a holy God. It 
cannot be done! 



God’s entrance requirement for heaven...

The problem is God’s standard, the problem is God’s en-
trance requirement for heaven. Just how good, just how 
righteous do you suppose you would you have to be in order 
to enter into God’s presence? The answer to that question 
is, you would have to be perfect, there could not be one sin 
on the record of your life anywhere. Jesus said in Matthew 
5:48, Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect. That’s the entrance requirement for heaven, absolute 
perfection. Another good verse to make this point is found 
in James 2:10. James said, For whoever keeps the whole law and 
yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all. I mentioned 
God’s law earlier. Understand now, what James says about 
that law. If you set out to be good enough for God by keeping 
His laws then you’re going to have to keep them all, you’re 
going to have to keep them all perfectly, and you’re going 
to have to keep all of them all the time. It’s all or nothing 
on that. From God’s perspective you are either perfectly 
righteous or you’re not. All it would take is one sin on the 
record of your life to disqualify you from entering into God’s 
presence in heaven and I think you know that you have 
already committed way more than just one or two. Sin can 
be defined as any violation of God’s character or God’s law. 
There are sins of commission, which would be doing things 
that God has forbidden and then there are sins of omis-
sion, which are simply those times when you fail to do what 
God has commanded you to do. It is not just deeds that are 
sinful, even words, thoughts, and attitudes can be sinful. 
As you sit here reading this little booklet, you are already 
disqualified for heaven. You have already been declared 
guilty and the sentence has already been handed down. 
Please understand the gravity of what has been said in this 
section. There can never be any true salvation until you 
first understand the depth of your depravity, until you first 



understand the hopelessness of your lostness, until you first 
understand that you are fully deserving of the wrath of God 
in hell forever. The Bible clearly says that man is a guilty 
condemned sinner and that there is absolutely nothing he 
can do to save himself.

Many times the gospel message is broken down into two 
parts, the bad news and the good news, the word gospel 
actually means good news. I’ve given you the bad news first 
because the message of the gospel has to come in that order. 
You can’t really even begin to understand the good news 
until you first understand the bad news. In fact, what makes 
the good news so incredibly good is that the bad news is so 
terribly bad. I mentioned the first half of Romans 6:23 earli-
er, now let me give you all of that verse. The bad news comes 
first in that verse followed by the good news, For the wages 
of sin is death, (That’s the bad news.) but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (That’s the good news!) 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT JESUS CHRIST

The good news part of the gospel message always begins 
with what the Bible says about Jesus Christ. From Genesis to 
Revelation the Bible is a book about Jesus Christ, His Person 
and His work. Those are the two essential things you need to 
know about Him in order to understand the gospel. Who He 
is and what He did.

Who is Jesus Christ...?

In so far as His Person is concerned Jesus Christ is God, the 
second Person of the Trinity. The apostle John described Him 
as such in the first verse of his gospel, John 1:1, In the begin-
ning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. Jesus Christ is the Living Word of God. Understanding 



our dilemma and our hopeless situation as lost hell-bound 
sinners God intervened. Out of His incredible love for us 
God became a Man in the Person of Jesus Christ. Wonder 
of all marvelous wonders, Almighty God actually stepped 
down from the glories of heaven and took on human flesh. 
In coming here Jesus Christ, the Bible says, bypassed a hu-
man father (that’s very important to understand). He did 
not inherit Adam’s sinful nature like all of us, He was born 
of a virgin, conceived in Mary’s womb by the Holy Spirit of 
God (Matthew 1:18-25). The Bible reveals Jesus Christ as the 
God-Man. He was fully God and fully Man at the same time 
without any diminishing of either one. As God He is perfectly 
righteous and holy and as a Man He was able to identify 
with us, He was one of us. 

What did Jesus Christ do...?

What did Jesus Christ do, why did He come here, what was 
His work, what was His mission? No one ever answered that 
question better than the apostle Paul did in 1 Timothy 1:15, 
It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am 
foremost of all. Jesus Christ came here to do for us what we 
could not possibly do for ourselves. Jesus Christ came here 
because of the bad news about you that was explained in 
the first two sections of this booklet. Jesus Christ came here 
and He lived here as a Man in human flesh just like ours. He 
was like us in every way but one. The writer of Hebrews says 
of Him in Hebrews 4:15, For we do not have a high priest who 
cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been 
tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.

The incarnation...

The first thing Jesus Christ did in the redemptive plan of 
God was to step down from the glories of heaven to take on 



human flesh. The apostle Paul described this “incarnation” 
in Philippians 2:6-7, who, although He existed in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emp-
tied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in 
the likeness of men. Jesus Christ lived a perfect sinless life here 
in human flesh, He lived right here on this earth without sin. 
That is so significant! Please understand that He was the 
only Man who ever lived who was not “condemned already”. 
He was the only Man whose life was fully and completely 
acceptable to God on His own merit. He did what you and I 
could never do, He obeyed every bit of God’s law perfectly. 
And again, that’s why He came, to do for you what you could 
not do for yourself. 

A sacrificial and substitutionary death on a cross...

There’s a second marvelous thing Jesus Christ did in the 
redemptive plan of God. After He had lived that perfect sin-
less life, He then died on the cross of Calvary as a Substi-
tute for sinners. On the third day, the Bible says, God raised 
Him from the dead! The apostle Paul puts it this way in 1 
Corinthians 15:3-4, For I delivered to you as of first importance 
what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures,and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures. Having conquered sin and 
death Jesus Christ is alive, seated now at the right hand of 
the Father in heaven. His substitutionary death on the cross 
is a very significant truth for you to understand, and is really 
the heart of the gospel. I knew growing up that Jesus Christ 
died on a cross, but I never understood the significance of 
that for me until He saved me in the fall of 1983. I under-
stood then for the first time in my life that Jesus Christ died 
there on that cross for me, in my place. I understood then 
that I was the sinner who deserved that death penalty that 
He paid for me, on my behalf, on the cross. Jesus Christ died 



there sacrificially for me and in my place. 

I’ve always explained the subsitutionary sacrifice of Christ 
with this illustration: If three guilty, condemned criminals 
were sitting on death row together waiting for the death sen-
tence to be carried out there is absolutely nothing that any 
one of those men could do to help themselves or each other 
because they’re all condemned. That’s where we all are 
before a holy God, guilty, condemned, and sitting on death 
row waiting for the sentence to be carried out, which is hell. 
But suppose Someone came along who wasn’t condemned 
already and said to these guys, even though I am innocent, 
I will voluntarily sit down here on death row in your place, 
I will take your place and pay your death penalty for you so 
that you can go free. That, in essence, is what Jesus Christ 
did for us in the wonderful salvation plan of God. I can-
not possibly condense the fullness of this incredible thing 
into this brief little booklet. I’ve been marveling over this 
awesome salvation for 27 years of my life now, and I will 
continue to learn more and more about what God has done 
for me until I meet Him face to face. 

A marvelous exchange...

Let me tell you about another dimension to this great salva-
tion. There is an exchange that takes place in salvation. 
When God saves you, He takes all of your sins along with 
their punishment and places them upon Jesus Christ, and 
then He takes the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ and 
places that upon you. I said in an earlier paragraph that 
if you are ever going to enter into heaven you are going to 
need to obtain a righteousness that is not your own, you 
are going to need a perfect righteousness that you cannot 
produce on your own. Salvation provides that righteousness 
for you, forgiveness and an imputed righteousness. Through 



salvation in Christ your sins are completely forgiven, get this 
now, past sins, present sins, and even future sins, and God 
gives you, in exchange for your sins, the perfect, righteous, 
and holy standing of Jesus Christ with Him. In the saving act 
God clothes you with the perfect white robe of Jesus Christ’s 
very own righteousness. One of the verses that spells this 
out the best is 2 Corinthians 5:21, He (that is God) made Him 
(that is Christ) who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that 
we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

A legal declaration...

Justification is another great Bible word that furthers our 
understanding of this great salvation describing it in legal 
terms from Romans 5:1, Therefore, having been justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Sal-
vation is referred to in this verse as being “justified”. What 
that means is that God, the Righteous and Holy Judge of 
the universe, makes a judicial declaration about you when 
He saves you. Almighty God declares you righteous forever 
through your faith in His Son. This is the gospel.

The apostle Paul’s testimony...

The apostle Paul described his own salvation like this in 
Philippians chapter 3. Prior to salvation Paul was religious. 
In fact, he was about as religious as a guy could get. He was 
a Pharisee and a pretty good one. Paul worked very hard at 
keeping God’s laws, but he finally realized that in order to be 
right with God he would need a righteousness that was not 
his own. Listen to what he said. 

Php 3:4 although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. 
If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: 
Php 3:5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; 



Php 3:6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteous-
ness which is in the Law, found blameless. Php 3:7 But whatever 
things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the 
sake of Christ. Php 3:8 More than that, I count all things to be loss 
in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but 
rubbish so that I may gain Christ, Php 3:9 and may be found in 
Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, 
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which 
comes from God on the basis of faith, Php 3:10 that I may know 
Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being conformed to His death; Php 3:11 in order that I 
may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT HOW TO BE SAVED

Finally, I need to tell you what the Bible says about how to 
be saved. How do you take all of this gospel truth from the 
Word of God and appropriate it in your own life? Please 
understand that there are no simple prayers and there are 
no magic formulas that bring about salvation. You first need 
to understand the true gospel and then you need to respond 
to that gospel. This section is all about that necessary re-
sponse. The true biblical gospel response that brings about 
salvation always includes two essential things, repentance 
and faith. 

Repentance...

Repentance means to turn from your sins, it refers to a 180 
degree turn from your sins that have separated you from a 
holy God to now follow Jesus Christ in righteousness. Repen-
tance is a turning from sin to Christ and apart from genuine 
repentance there can be no salvation. Now because there 
is a kind of repentance that does not save it’s important for 



you to understand what that is. There is a non-saving kind 
of repentance that basically says, I’m sorry I got caught, I’m 
sorry that I will now have to face the consequences for my 
sin. Genuine saving repentance is far more than just being 
sorry you got caught. Saving repentance will always result 
in changed life, true repentance will always bear the fruit of 
righteousness in your life. Paul described the two kinds of 
repentance in 2 Corinthians 7:9-10, I now rejoice, not that you 
were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to the 
point of repentance; for you were made sorrowful according to the 
will of God, so that you might not suffer loss in anything through 
us. For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a 
repentance without regret, leading to salvation, but the sorrow 
of the world produces death. The true gospel response always 
begins with genuine repentance, a turning from your sins. 
As Jesus said in John 8:11 to the woman who was caught in 
adultery, Go. From now on sin no more.

Faith...

From there the Bible calls on you to exercise faith in Christ. 
You turn from your sins and turn to Christ. That word 
“faith” means to trust. It means to fully embrace everything 
the Bible says about the Person and work of Jesus Christ. It 
means to trust Him and Him alone for your eternal salva-
tion. As Paul said in Philippians 3, you count all of your own 
righteousness as loss, in order to gain a perfect righteous-
ness that is not your own, but that which is through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness that comes from God on the basis 
of faith. To exercise saving faith means to acknowledge and 
receive (John 1:12) Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. The Lord-
ship part of salvation is very commonly left out of the gospel 
today by many, but it definitely is in the biblical gospel. Jesus 
Christ is Savior and He is Lord and He must be received as 
such. There can be no salvation apart from bowing your 



knee to the Lordship of Jesus Christ over your life. You can-
not have Him as Savior without also having Him as Lord.  

The gospel call from Jesus Himself...

Jesus Himself described the salvation response like this in 
Matthew chapter 16:24-26. Please think carefully about what 
He said. 

Mt 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone wishes to come 
after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow 
Me. Mt 16:25 For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but 
whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. Mt 16:26 For what 
will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his 
soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?

Many today are reducing the salvation response to the 
simple raising of a hand at a meeting or walking up the aisle 
of a church at an altar call. Neither of those responses are 
biblical responses to the gospel at all. The true salvation 
response is not a momentary decision, it’s a whole life com-
mitment to turn from your sin and follow Jesus Christ. He’s 
asking for your whole life. (whoever loses his life for My sake 
will find it.) You can keep your own life for now, for a little 
while here, and lose it forever or you can lose your life now 
and gain it forever. That’s the true gospel call and response 
and as the rest of the New Testament makes clear, and as 
every true Christian will testify, there is no greater life even 
now, than a life that has been given over to Jesus Christ. 

A non-negotiable call...

The call to salvation sounds hard, and it definitely is hard, 
the gospel is on Christ’s terms only and it’s non-negotiable, 
but there are no other options, there is no other way to find 
life. As Jesus said in the well known John 14:6, I am the way, 



and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through 
Me. Jesus one time watched a multitude of superficial fol-
lowers turn and walk away from Him after He had just 
explained some of the harder things involved in following 
Him. They were eager to follow Him as long as the miracles 
were happening and the free lunches were coming, but now 
they turned and walked away. As He watched them walking 
away Jesus turned to the twelve and said this, the dialogue 
is recorded in John 6:67-69, So Jesus said to the twelve, You do 
not want to go away also, do you? Simon Peter answered Him, 
Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life. We have 
believed and have come to know that You are the Holy One of God. 
Hard though it may be, there are no other options. Peter 
understood that.

An urgent message that demands an immediate  
response...

The Bible says that death will forever close your opportunity 
to respond to this gospel message. In Hebrews 9:27 it says, 
And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after 
this comes judgment. Because none of us know the day of our 
death, the response to this message is urgent and must not 
be postponed. 

Dear friend, these are the words of eternal life. I’ve explained 
them to you as best I can. What I’ve shared with you in this 
little booklet is not anyone’s opinion and it’s not my opinion, 
this is God’s eternal truth as recorded in His Word, truth that 
has transformed my life and truth that can transform yours. 
God’s wrath will be poured out on your sins, either on you 
yourself in hell forever, or on the Substitute Savior who died 
on the cross.



What will you do with Jesus Christ...?

What you do with Jesus Christ will determine where you 
spend eternity, either in heaven forever in the presence of 
God and of Christ or in hell forever away from their pres-
ence. There is no intended manipulation that comes along 
with this message, just an urgent plea from a man who has 
experienced the abundance of God’s saving grace and one 
who wants you to experience that too. Because James tells 
us in James 4:14 that this life is a vapor that appears for a little 
while and then vanishes away, the time to consider and act 
upon these supremely important issues has to be now. 

Will you turn from your sins today to embrace Jesus Christ 
as your Savior and your Lord? 

Will you lose your life now in order to find life? 

Behold, now is “the acceptable time,” (the apostle Paul says in 2 
Corinthians 6:2) behold, now is “the day of salvation”— 





Faith Bible Church

2334 Jackson Run Road 
Warren, Pennsylvania   16365
814-723-1030 

Ron Lewis, Pastor

Also find us on the internet...

www.faithbiblechurchofwarren.wordpress.com 
www.sermonaudio.com/fbcwarren  


